
Welcome back all members to a new school 
year. I do hope that you had a wonderful 
summer enjoying family, friends and the 
beauty of our province. Throughout the 
summer, I took some time to recharge my 
batteries, connect with family and friends 
and participate in professional development 
opportunities. I was joined in these 
professional development opportunities 
with many members seeking new knowledge 
in support of their lifelong learning.  

The Nova Scotia Teachers Union 
takes the opportunity to partner with 
and engage its members in valuable 
professional development through such 
initiatives as: DSS (Developing Successful 
Schools); CONTACT (Conference on 
New Techniques and Classroom Teaching); 
and NSTU Leadership.  Each conference 

addressed the needs of administrators, 
teachers, faculty, professional support 
staff and member reps.  Many members 
commented to me and to my colleagues that 
these conferences provide them some of the 
best professional development supportive 
of their learning, teaching and leading.  As 
a former teacher, principal, coordinator and 
now a staff officer responsible for member 
professional development, I know the 
importance of relevant purposeful learning 
in supporting me.  

As the summer concludes, we begin 
to prepare for another large scale 
professional development session for 

our members; Provincial Professional 
Development Day—NSTU Annual 
Conference Day 2014. Every year 22 
professional associations, representative 
of curriculum and roles within education, 
organize and put on conferences for our 
members.  This process begins early in 
January as conference committees decide 
on themes, keynotes and workshops 
relevant to the needs of their members.  
They look seriously at the evaluations 
from previous conferences in tailoring 
their sessions to meet the needs of 
all.  Throughout May and June, our 
office works collaboratively with all 
professional associations in collating 
information on sessions, to provide our 
members with online communication 
and registration.

Each year, I marvel at the work of our 
volunteers in bringing together member 
and partner leaders in our province who 
share their research and best practices.  This 
conference often highlights some of the 
best national and international leaders in 
education. This year is no exception.  Dr. 
Stan Kutcher will join AAE, Association of 
Adult Educators in supporting our faculty, 
professional support staff and public school 
teachers in promoting communities that 
foster mental well-being and learning.  Karen 
Erickson, PhD, Director of the Center for 
Literacy and Disability at the University 
of North Carolina will join Association of 

Teachers of Exceptional Children (ATEC)
in supporting the assessment and teaching 
of struggling readers. Primary Elementary 
Teachers Association (PETA), welcomes Alfie 
Kohn, the author of 13 books and scores 
of articles on such topics as performance 
vs learning, the cost of over emphasizing 
achievement. The Psychologists in Schools 
Association (PISA), is excited to announce 
that Dr. Russell Barkley, a world renowned 
expert in ADHD, will be their keynote 
speaker for 2014 October Conference Day. 

Unfortunately, this article only permits me 
to name a few of the excellent speakers we 
have coming to a conference near you on 
Friday, October 24, 2014.

September is an exciting time for 
educators, students and parents. It is the 
formal beginning of a school year where 
members join in lighting the fire of learning 
for all.  To support you in reaching out to all 
students, their exceptionalities, differences 
and needs your professional association 
is hard at work in bringing relevant and 
supportive learning to you. Be sure to 
log on to our NSTU Online Conference 
Registration and begin to preview the 
conference that best suits your professional 
needs. Registration opened on Friday, 
September 3 and closes Friday, October 10.  

To conclude, I would like to thank all of 
our members who volunteer in making our 
NSTU Annual Conferences one of the best 
learning opportunities.  I would also like to 
thank those members and partners who go 
above and beyond your role in providing 
professional development for our members. 

Your dedication and support of lifelong 
learning is truly inspiring. Finally, best 
wishes to all members for a successful 
year ahead.

Kindling the fire through teacher-driven Professional Development
by Betty-Jean Aucoin, NSTU Executive Staff Officer, Professional Associations
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“The Mind is not a Vessel to be filled, 
but a Fire to be kindled.” 

       —Plutarch
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